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open at 6:30pm) at St. Scho-

lastica, 7800 Janes Avenue, 

Woodridge.  This community 

event has so much to offer: 

professional Vegas 

games, raffles, 

silent auction, door 

prizes, entertain-

ment, food, cash 

bar, and FUN! 

You do not have to 

be a gambler, or 

even know how to 

have fun at this 

event.  Games are 

for entertainment 

purposes only, and winnings 

will be paid out in the form of 

raffle tickets. 

 

We are encouraging everyone 

to come in costume, or at least 

a mask.  While this isnõt re-

quired, it will lend itself to the 

fun of the evening.  Also, if you 

do choose to wear a costume 

or mask, you will receive an 

The winter has arrived, snow 

keeps people cooped up in-

doors, and everyone is looking 

forward to spring.  Even though 

we canõt deliver on 

spring just yet, we 

can offer an oppor-

tunity to get out of 

the house and 

have some fun 

right here in Wood-

ridge.  And you 

know what they 

say...what happens 

in Woodridge, stays 

in Woodridge (or 

something like that).  You donõt 

have travel to New Orleans for 

beads and jazz, and you donõt 

have to go to Las Vegas to find 

the thrills and excitement of 

blackjack, roulette, and other 

games. 

 

Join us for Mardi Gras Casino 

Night on Friday, February 17th 

from 7:00-10:00pm (doors 

A Cure for the Winter Blahs  

extra something special! 

 

To help with this relatively new 

Chamber fundraiser, we are 

looking for sponsorships, do-

nors, and volunteers.  Sponsor-

ships ad donations are a great 

marketing opportunity to reach 

the community.  Several volun-

teers are needed to pull off the 

event, so please consider vol-

unteering for a short shift that 

evening.  See the newsletter 

inserts for more detailed infor-

mation. 

 

And equally important, plan to 

attend this event!  Bring your 

family, friends, and neighbors.  

Itõs sure to be a great night of 

fun, and a sure cure for cabin 

fever! 

The Chamber Wants YOU! 

Have you ever considered sup-

porting the Chamber by serving 

on the Board of Directors?  

Maybe now is the time to step 

up. 

 

Every year at our Annual Meet-

ing & Awards Ceremony the 

Chamber elects up to five indi-

viduals to serve on the Board of 

Directors.  The Nominating 

Committee has now been 

formed in accordance with our 

by-laws and policies and is 

made up of a chairperson, two 

Board members, and two non-

Board members.  The Chairper-

son of  the Nominating Commit-

tee is John Whalen, 

PNC Mortgage. 

  

Anyone interested 

in serving on the 

Chamber Board of 

Directors must com-

plete the applica-

tion form and sub-

mit it to either the 

Chamber office or a member of 

the Nominating Committee.  A 

copy of the application form 

can be found on the Chamber 

Mardi Gras 

Casino Night 
 

Friday, February 17th 
7:00-10:00pm 

website or by contacting the 

Chamber office. 

  

If you would like 

more information 

about serving on the 

Board of Directors, 

please contact 

Nominating Commit-

tee Chair John 

Whalen at 

john.whalen@pncmortgage.co

m or 630-427-2322. 

mailto:john.whalen@pncmortgage.com?subject=Woodridge%20Chamber%20Board%20of%20Directors
mailto:john.whalen@pncmortgage.com?subject=Woodridge%20Chamber%20Board%20of%20Directors


Upcoming Events  

Jan 2: Chamber Office 

Closed in Observance 

of New Yearõs 
 

Jan 9: Not-for-Profit 

Network 

 

Jan 10: Programming 

Committee 
 

Jan 13: Women in Busi-

ness Committee 
 

Jan 16: Chamber Office 

Closed in Observance 

of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr.õs Birthday 
 

Jan 18: Seven Bridges 

Committee 
 

Jan 18: Business After 

Hours 
 

Jan 19: Own Your Future 
(WIB Luncheon) 

 

Jan 25: Serial Prospects 
(NFP Breakfast) 

 

Jan 25: Ambassadors 
 

Jan 26: State of the 

Village 
 

Jan 26: Board of Direc-

tors 
 

Feb 17: Mardi Gras 

Casino Night 
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Chamber Offers Annual Scholarships  

Each year the Woodridge Area 

Chamber of Commerce awards 

scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors who are inter-

ested in furthering their educa-

tion. A number of scholarships 

are offered for those who are 

planning to attend a business 

college, two-year college, or 

four-year university.  A scholar-

ship is also available to a 

graduating high school senior 

who is planning to attend a 

vocational, technical, or trade 

school.  The vocational, techni-

cal, or trade school scholarship 

has been extended to a student 

currently enrolled in one of 

these programs. 

Scholarship application packets 

are available to download from 

the Chamberõs website: 

www.woodridgechamber.org or 

by visiting the College & Career 

Center at area high schools and 

vocational, technical, & trade 

schools. 

 

To be eligible for these scholar-

ships, applicants must reside in 

the Village of Woodridge 

through their date of graduation 

from high school or have a par-

ent or guardian who is a mem-

ber of the Woodridge Area 

Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Completed applications must 

be mailed to the Chamber of-

fice and postmarked no later 

than Thursday, March 1, 2012. 

 

Scholarship winners will be 

recognized at a scholarship 

luncheon in May 2012. 

January 2012  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

http://www.woodridgechamber.org/


Itõs hard to believe that 2011 is 

over. On behalf of the Board of 

Directors, I hope you enjoyed 

the holidays with your families 

as we get ready to start the 

New Year. I for one am looking 

forward to a great 2012. It's 

nice that the weather has been 

very mild so far. 

  

Thank you to all that came to 

our Holiday Party at Aloft Hotel. 

It was a nice time to spend with 

friends, and we raised just over 

$1,300 for our Scholarship 

Fund. Thank you also to Aloft 

Hotel for hosting. 

  

Make plans to attend our next 

Casino Night at St. Scholastica 

Chairmanõs Message 
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Mayorõs Message 

together and celebrate our 

community. 

 

This year we were successful in 

bringing Edward Don, Elevance 

and other high-quality business 

to the Village. 

 

The Village also embarked upon 

retooling our community out-

reach as a way to better engage 

the public and chart a course 

moving forward.  The result was 

improved service to our resi-

dents and businesses and the 

Village obtaining great input on 

moving forward. 

 

Iõm looking forward to the year 

ahead, the opportunities we will 

have to visit with one another, 

and working with each of you in 

continuing our progress in mak-

ing Woodridge a place we can 

all be proud of. 

 

Sincerely, 

William F. Murphy 

Mayor 

I hope everyone has enjoyed 

the holidays and wish you all a 

Happy New Year!  Reflecting 

back on the year, it is obvious 

to me how much there is to be 

thankful for ð including great 

community events such as the 

Seven Bridges Starters Race, 

Memorial Day ceremony, Jubi-

lee, 4th of July Picnic, Triathlon, 

this yearõs visit by the President 

of China Hu Jintao, and the 

many other occasions that give 

us the opportunity to come 

William F. Murphy 

Mayor of Woodridge 

I hope everyone enjoyed the 

holiday season with family and 

friends.  Now it is on to a new 

year and a fresh start.  Looking 

forward to 2012, the Chamber 

is poised to offer new exciting 

opportunities and services to 

help your business succeed 

and grow. 

 

Though the weather is cold and 

bleak, donõt hibernate.  Jump 

on the many Chamber opportu-

nities available to you now.  

Winter blahs can keep you 

down, but look forward to 

warmer weather.  I know Iõm 

looking forward to spring train-

ing...how long 

until pitchers and 

catchers report? 

David Pacione 

Chairman 

Amy Melinder 

President & CEO 

on Friday Feb. 17th. This was a 

great time last year as we en-

joyed good food, good friends 

and some walked out with 

some very nice prizes. Look for 

more details in this newsletter. 

  

Our tree lighting ceremony 

which was held in Seven 

Bridges on Dec. 2nd was a suc-

cess. Thank you to the Seven 

Bridges committee for organiz-

ing this event and to all that 

helped sponsor. I know that this 

will continue to grow in the 

years to come. 

  

If you are interested in getting 

more involved in the Chamber, 

please contact the office to see 

what we have available. We are 

always looking for some new 

ideas. 

  

If you or anyone you know is a 

home based business, We have 

space for you at the Chamber 

office whether it be virtual of-

fice space or conference room 

space for that important meet-

ing you have to host. Contact 

Amy Melinder to find out more 

details.    

  

Thank you again to everyone 

that is part of the Chamber, I 

am proud to be your Chairman. 

 

David Pacione 

Executive Edge  
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healthy and nurturing environ-

ment. 

Volunteers are the cornerstone 

of our organization and, while 

we have a wonderful team of 

volunteers, we are always in 

need of more people willing to 

get involved! The only qualifica-

tion needed is a caring heart. 

Volunteerism is as much for the 

volunteer as it is for the recipi-

Business Briefs  

We recognize raising children is 

the most important job a parent 

will ever have. Parenting is of-

ten frustrating and difficult. 

Given the proper tools and re-

sources, parenting is also the 

most rewarding experience in 

our lives.  Project H.E.L.P has a 

dedicated team committed to 

providing parents with the tools 

necessary to raise children in a 

ent of the volunteer service.  

Please join us at our Open 

House on Saturday, January 

28th between8:30am-

12:30pm. 

For more information or to 

RSVP, contact Regina Rogers, 

Executive Director, at (630) 

357-5683 or via email to 

rrogers@projecthelpdupage.org. Check out all the great 

things your fellow 

Chamber members have 

been up to! 

What has your 

b u s i n e s s  o r 

organization been 

up to lately? Please 

submit your latest 

and greatest news 

to share - awards, 

promotions, new 

hires, etc.  Notices 

will be printed in 

the order they are 

received. 

If we have not heard from you 

regarding the multimedia Com-

munity Resource Guide the 

Woodridge Area Chamber of 

Commerce is setting up for 

relocation, economic develop-

ment, education, and tourism; 

don't miss your chance! 

  

This multi-media program will 

consist of a print publication, 

interactive on-line presence, 

and stand & counter displays. 

Thousands of copies of the 

book will be printed in full 

color on high quality gloss 

paper; display ads are de-

signed for free. There will be 

full distribution to civic of-

fices, new residents, advertis-

ers, and high traffic locations. 

The on-line portion will fea-

ture a virtual book with 

unlimited distribution and 

24/7 availability that in-

cludes display ads, instant 

web links, and instant e-mail. 

You will be able to search it, 

download it, and print by 

page. The online Community 

Resource Guide will also be 

QR coded for easy access on 

your smartphone. 

The display distribution will 

have high quality acrylic dis-

plays at advertiser locations 

and 50 high traffic locations 

such as hotels, convenience 

stores, restaurants, banks, 

library, park districts, col-

leges, schools, realtors, hos-

pitals, etc. 

  

Limited spaces are still avail-

able on a first 

come, first serve 

basis. Reserve 

your placement 

today by calling 

Debbie Harr, our 

NovoPrint repre-

sentative at 608-

444-1174 or email her at deb-

bie@novoprint.com to get more 

information and to receive a 10 

minute demonstration at your 

office. 

 

Call today, the 01/31/12 dead-

line is quickly approaching. No 

money down and payment 

plans are available, so call TO-

DAY! Thank you to those mem-

bers who have already jumped 

on board with us! 

  

THANK YOU to our advertisers 

to date: 

Ace Hardware 

Adventist Bolingbrook Hospi-

tal 

Foot & Ankle Wellness Center 

at Seven Bridges 

Indian Boundary YMCA 

Kranz Real Estate 

Leslie Heating & Cooling 

Robert F. Girgis, DDS 

St. Scholastica 

State Farm Insurance - Patti 

McGehee 

Villa St. Benedict 

Woodridge Public Library 

Zigfield Troy Golf Range + Par 

3/Lost Mountain  

  

 

Time is Running Out for Member Opportunity  

Seven Bridges Season Starters Trail and Road Races  
10-Mile Å 5K Å 1-Mile Childrenõs Fun Run 

Sunday, May 20, 2012  

Look for more information soon!  
Great sponsorship opportunities!  

mailto:rrogers@projecthelpdupage.org
mailto:debbie@novoprint.com?
mailto:debbie@novoprint.com?
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Business After Hours  

See great pics 

online from all our 

events at: 

www.flickr.com/

photos/

woodridgechamber 

or go to the 

Chamber website 

and click 

the flickr 

icon 

THANK YOU  
for hosting the  

December Business 
After Hours  

January 
Business After Hours 

 

Wednesday, January 18th 
5:00-7:00pm 

 

Hosted By: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8280 Janes Avenue, Woodridge 

Nominees Sought for Annual Awards  

Each year the Chamber pre-

sents four awards at the Annual 

Meeting & Awards Ceremony: 

Business of the Year, William F. 

Murphy Excellence Award, Am-

bassador of the Year, and 

Chairmanõs Award.  The Cham-

ber solicits nominations for two 

of these awards.  Please con-

sider nominating a business or 

individual based on the follow-

ing criteria: 

 

Business of the Year 

The purpose of this award is to 

recognize a Chamber business 

or organization that òbest ad-

vances the mission of the 

Chamber.ó  Criteria include: 

Attendance at events 

Financial commitment 

Involvement in committees 

Community involvement 

Chamber member for a mini-

mum of two years and must 

be in good standing with the 

Chamber  

Recipient must uphold the 

mission statement of the 

Chamber and have a good 

reputation 

 

William F. Murphy Excellence 

Award 

The purpose of this award is to 

identify a Chamber member 

that demonstrates business 

stewardship, mentoring, and 

leadership in the community by 

choosing to do excellent things 

for others, while inspiring oth-

ers to do the same. The recipi-

ent will encompass traits that 

are the foundation of what we 

strive to achieve: Builder of 

Others, Service to Others, 

Champion of Others, Wisdom, 

Trustworthiness, Care, Consid-

eration, Dedication, and Com-

mitment. This person makes a 

difference in our community 

and exemplifies true excel-

lence. Criteria include: 

Attendance at events 

Financial commitment 

Involvement in committees 

Community involvement 

Chamber member for a mini-

mum of three years and must 

be in good standing with the 

Chamber. 

Additionally, the recipient 

must have a good reputation. 

There will be a large empha-

sis placed on community 

involvement. 

 

Please submit all nominations 

to the Chamber office by Febru-

ary 20th. 

 

This yearõs Annual Meeting & 

Awards Ceremony will be held 

on Thursday, April 12th. 

Annual Meeting & 

Awards Ceremony 

Thursday, April 12th 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodridgechamber
http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodridgechamber
http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodridgechamber

