
prised of previous winners who 

are actively involved in the 

Chamber community and 3 

Directors.  Criteria include: 

Attendance at events 

Financial commitment 

Involvement in committees 

Community involvement 

Chamber member for a mini-

mum of three years and 

must be in good standing 

with the Chamber. 

Additionally, the recipient 

must have a good reputa-

tion. There will be a large 

emphasis placed on commu-

nity involvement. 

 

In addition, the Chamber will 

also present the Chairmanõs 

Award and Ambassador of the 

Year Award at the Annual Meet-

ing to be held on Thursday, 

April 8th. 

Each year the Chamber pre-

sents two awards at the annual 

Holiday Party: the Business of 

the Year Award and the William 

F. Murphy Excellence Award.  

Please consider nominating a 

business or individual based on 

the following criteria: 

 

Business of the Year Award 

The purpose of this award is to 

recognize a Chamber business 

that òbest advances the mis-

sion of the Chamber.ó  Criteria 

include: 

Attendance at events 

Financial commitment 

Involvement in committees 

Community involvement 

Chamber member for a mini-

mum of two years and must 

be in good standing with the 

Chamber  

Recipient must uphold the 

mission statement of the 

Chamber and have a good 

reputation 

William F. Murphy Excellence 

Award 

The purpose of this award is to 

identify a Chamber member 

that demonstrates business 

stewardship, mentoring, and 

leadership in the community by 

choosing to do excellent things 

for others, 

while inspir-

ing others to 

d o  t h e 

same. The 

recipient will 

encompass 

traits that are the foundation of 

what we strive to achieve: 

Builder of Others, Service to 

Others, Champion of Others, 

Wisdom, Trustworthiness, Care, 

Consideration, Dedication, and 

Commitment. This person 

makes a difference in our com-

munity and exemplifies true 

excellence. The winner will be 

selected by a committee com-

Nominees Sought for Annual Awards  
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Chamber Offers Annual Scholarships  
Each year the Woodridge Area 

Chamber of Commerce awards 

scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors who are inter-

ested in furthering their educa-

tion. A number of scholarships 

are offered for those who are 

planning to attend a business 

college, two-year college, or 

four-year university.  A scholar-

ship is also available to a 

graduating high school senior 

who is planning to attend a 

vocational, technical, or trade 

school.  This year, the voca-

tional, technical, or trade 

school scholarship has also 

been extended to a student 

currently enrolled in one of 

these programs. 

 

Scho l -

a rsh ip 

a p p l i -

ca t ion 

p a c k -

ets will be available to 

download from the Chamberõs 

w e b s i t e : 

www.woodridgechamber.org or 

by visiting the College & Career 

Center at area high schools 

and vocational, technical, & 

trade schools. 

To be eligible for these scholar-

ships, applicants must reside in 

the Village of Woodridge 

through their date of gradua-

tion from high school or have a 

parent or guardian who is a 

member of the Woodridge Area 

Chamber of Commerce. 

Completed applications must 

be mailed to the Chamber of-

fice and postmarked no later 

than Monday, March 1, 2010. 

 

Scholarship winners will be 

recognized at a scholarship 

breakfast on Thursday, May 13,  

2010. 

http://www.woodridgechamber.org/


Upcoming Events  

February 2: Education 

Committee 
 

Feb 4: Ribbon Cutting 

Ceremony & Grand 

Opening Celebra-

tion 
 

Feb 10: Multi-

Chamber Economic 

Outlook Luncheon 
 

Feb 11: Ambassadors 
 

Feb 15: Chamber 

Office Closed in 

Observance of 

Presidentsõ Day 
 

Feb 15: Employment 

Skills for the 21st 

Century 
 

Feb 17: Business 

After Hours 
 

Feb 25: Board of Di-

rectors 
 

March 25: West Sub-

urban Multi-

Chamber Lunch-

eon 
 

April 8: Annual Meet-

ing 

 

As I sit down to write, I see the 

blowing snow and wind outside 

and I can only think that for 

me, summer can not get here 

soon enough.  The older I get, 

the more I say I hate the cold 

and canõt wait to get out of it 

someday. 

 

January is over, weõve had 

some great events and the 

attendance was outstanding.  

Itõs nice to see everyone take 

time out of their busy schedule 

and continue to come to cham-

ber functions, have a few 

laughs and share thoughts and 

ideas with other chamber mem-

bers. 

Chairmanõs Message 
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John Whalen 

Chairman 

You wonõt want to miss the 

ôaloft Bolingbrookõs Fat Tues-

day a:bashõ taking place on 

Thurs., Feb. 4 starting at 5pm.  

The aloft Hotel is located at 

500 Janes Ave. in Bolingbrook, 

just south of The Promenade. 

This event will also be a ribbon 

cutting ceremony being held 

jointly with several other local 

chambers and will be a great 

chance to mingle with sur-

rounding community chamber 

members.  The festivities will 

go until 10pm with live enter-

tainment all evening.  This 

should be a really great eve-

ning ð please make plans to 

(Continued on page 3) 

The board is throwing around 

some ideas on where the 

chamber is going and what our 

goals will be in the next one to 

five years.  We had a difficult 

2009 along with many other 

chambers and businesses eve-

rywhere.  Through it all, we 

managed to keep going though 

membership seemed to slip a 

bit, we hope this is behind us.  

We are sharing ideas on how 

we can make the chamber 

stronger and how we might 

have events that may help our 

members.  Some good ideas 

have come up - we need to 

make them a realty in the up-

coming years. 

February 2010  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28       



attend.  Call the chamber office 

or go online to RSVP today! 

 

Also this month we have our 

Multi-Chamber Economic Out-

look Luncheon with William 

Strauss, Sr. Economist, Federal 

Reserve Bank of Chicago.  The 

luncheon this year will be held 

on Wed., Feb. 10 at Ashyana 

Banquets, 1620 75th St., Down-

ers Grove.  This was a very edu-

cational program last year and 

Iõm certain that Mr. Strauss will 

once again provide some solid 

advice on the economy for the 

upcoming year.  Letõs have a 

huge Woodridge Chamber turn-

(Continued from page 2) out for this luncheon!  The only 

sad thing is that I will not be 

able to attend but donõt feel too 

sorry for me ð Deb & I will be in 

St. Maarten, hopefully swelter-

ing in the 90 degree heat.   

 

Our February Business After-

hours will be held on Feb. 17 at 

Buffalo Wild Wings, 6450 Rt. 

53 in Woodridge from 5-7pm.  

Stop by to enjoy a cold one and 

some delicious wings.  Youõre 

sure to have a good time, as I 

always do when Iõm at Buffalo 

Wild Wings, affectionately 

known as BW3! 

 

Iõve amazed myself, usually by 

this time in my message I have 

mentioned something about 

our Chicago sports teams . . . I 

have nothing . . .  Sorry!  Base-

ball is just around the corner . . 

. Go Sox! 

 

As always, when you go shop-

ping, out to dinner or just stop 

for a cup of coffee, remember 

to shop local first.  This helps 

our businesses and the great 

village we live in. 

 

Until next time . . . 

 

John Whalen 

Chair 

Chairmanõs Message (contõd.) 

Mayorõs Message 

use this strength to pull through 

our current circumstances. 

This year the entire nation will 

undergo the Decennial 2010 

U.S. Census.   An accurate Cen-

sus count of Woodridge resi-

dents is important for a number 

of reasons, including the 

amount of state shared reve-

nues the Village receives.  

These revenues held by the 

state are generated by our own 

residents and businesses.  A 

complete count makes sure 

that we capture back a portion 

of what our own folks have paid 

in.  Currently the Village re-

ceives over $4,000,000 in 

state shared revenues.  Under-

counting could lead to a reduc-

tion in those revenues making it 

increasingly more difficult for 

the Village to support vital com-

munity services such as road-

way maintenance and public 

safety.  I ask your help in mak-

ing sure all of Woodridge knows 

the importance of being 

counted.   Information on the 

Census, presentation slides, 

the State of the Village script, 

and other helpful information 

can be found on our website at 

www.vil.woodridge.il.us.    

 

Sincerely, 

William F. Murphy 

Mayor 

Thanks to everyone who joined 

me on January 21 for the State 

of the Village address, and to 

all those who made the lunch-

eon possible.  I look forward to 

the event each year, and appre-

ciate the opportunity to speak 

with everyone who attends.  If 

you were there for the presenta-

tion you learned that the chal-

lenges facing many in the busi-

ness world are also the chal-

lenges faced by the Village of 

Woodridge.  Despite these ob-

stacles, we remain confident 

that our community can work 

through these challenges to-

gether.  Woodridge works well 

together and now is the time to 
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William F. Murphy 

Mayor of Woodridge 

Amy Melinder 

President & CEO 

Executive Edge  

The next few months will prove 

to be quite busy here at the 

Chamber as we bring you great 

programming and additional 

benefits.  Did you sign up to 

receive Chamber text alerts 

(see page 7)?  Did you know 

you can now make payments 

online (see page 5)?  Are you 

taking advantage of the educa-

tional opportunities (see page 

4) and networking opportunities 

(see page 7)? 

Is there something youõd like to 

see more of?  Is there some-

thing youõd like to see added?  

Please let us know!  We are 

continually striving to improve 

your Chamber ROI.  

Itõs always important, 

now more so than 

ever. 

http://www.vil.woodridge.il.us


Great Educational Opportunities  
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The Chamber is continu-

ing to provide several 

opportunities for you to 

gain knowledge and 

information which will 

help put the pieces to-

gether for business suc-

cess. 

 

Go to the Chamber web-

site at 

www.woodridgechamber.

org for more detailed 

information and online 

registration.  Also look at 

this newsletterõs inserts. 

 Date/Time Place Cost Brief Description 

Multi-Chamber 

Economic 

Outlook 

Luncheon 

Wednesday, 

February 10th 

11:00am-Noon: 

Networking 

Noon-1:30pm: 

Presentation 

Ashyana Banquets 

$30/Members, 

$35/ Non-Members 

includes lunch 
Tabletop sponsorships 

also available 

Guest Speaker: 

William Strauss, 

Senior Economist 

Federal Reserve 

Bank of Chicago 

Employee 

Relations 

Management 
(multi-Chamber event) 

Monday, 

February 15th 

4:00-5:00pm: 

Networking 

5:00-7:15pmpm: 

Panel Discussion 

Ashton Place 

$20/Members, 

$25/ Non-Members 

light snacks and 

refreshments 

Provided 
Tabletop sponsorships 

also available 

Protecting the 

bottom line within 

our changing 

labor climate; 

panelists include 

business leaders 

and elected 

officials 

West Suburban 

Multi-Chamber 

Luncheon 
(19 Chambers 

participating) 

Thursday, 

March 25th 

11:00am-1:30pm 

Bobakõs Signature 

Events at Seven 

Bridges 

$35/Members 

$50/ Non-Members 

$75/Tabletop 

Sponsors (limit 2) 

The Power of a 

Winning Brand 

Image: In Good 

Times and Bad 

limit.  Every Director is expected 

to participate in committee 

activities serving as either Com-

mittee Chair or Board Liaison by 

actively serving on at least one 

standing committee plus one 

task force or ad hoc committee. 

Members of the Board of Direc-

tors are 

e x -

pected 

to at-

t e n d 

a n d 

participate in all Chamber 

meetings, events and fundrais-

ing activities as a committee 

member, participant, volunteer, 

and/or sponsor.  Board mem-

bers are to encourage new and 

existing members to feel wel-

come and participate in all 

Chamber activities.  Board 

members are to reflect the val-

ues of the Chamber to the 

membership. 

 

Nomination forms can be 

Are you committed to the 

Chamber and the community?  

Would you like to have a direct 

voice in the direction and gov-

ernance of the Chamber? 

 

What it Means 

The Board of Directors is the 

main governing body of the 

Chamber and is charged to 

uphold the by-laws and pro-

mote the mission of the Cham-

ber.  The Board of Directors 

acts and thinks strategically, 

setting goals and strategies for 

the future with input from mem-

bers, stakeholders and commit-

tees. Leaders avoid microman-

agement of the organization, 

maintaining focus on mission, 

vision, values and goals. 

 

Expectations of Board 

Members 

A member of the Board of Di-

rectors is a volunteer position 

and serves for a term of three 

(3) years, with a two (2)-term 

downloaded from the Cham-

bers website by clicking ôAboutó 

then ôBoard of Directors & 

Staffõ .  At the bottom of that 

page you will find the link to 

download the pdf.  The dead-

line for submission of nomina-

tion forms is Friday, February 

12th. 

 

Once a Nomination Form is 

submitted, the candidate will be 

contacted by the Nominating 

Committee to set up an inter-

view.  The membership will be 

notified of the slate in March.  

Election and installation of di-

rectors and officers will take 

place at the Chamberõs Annual 

Meeting on Thursday, April 9th. 

 

Questions?  Contact Mike 

Krucek, Nominating Committee 

Chair (mkrucek@comcast.net or 

630-985-9628) or Amy Melin-

der, Chamber President & CEO 

(amy@woodridgechamber.org 

or 630-960-7080). 

Last Call for Director Applications  

Would you like to have 

a direct voice in the 

direction and govern-

ance of the Chamber? 

http://www.woodridgechamber.org
http://www.woodridgechamber.org
mailto:mkrucek@comcast.net
mailto:amy@woodridgechamber.org?subject=Woodridge%20Area%20Chamber%20Board%20Nomination%20Question
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Quick January Pics  

Left: Bob Miller, MRS Consulting, teaches 

us about Windows 7 

Save the Date!  
Seven Bridges Season Starters Trail and Road Races  

10-Mile ñ 5K ñ 1-Mile Childrenõs Fun Run 

Sunday, May 23, 2010  
Look for more information soon!  Great sponsorship opportunities!  

See more great 

pics online from all 

our events at: 

www.flickr.com/

photos/

woodridgechamber 

or go to the 

Chamber website 

and click 

the flickr 

icon 

cash or check in person or mail, 

or invoice. 

 

To renew your membership or 

pay for other items and ser-

vices, you can simply follow 

these easy steps: 

1. Go to the Chamber website 

and click 'Members' then 

'Members Only Login' 

2. Enter your login and pass-

word (if you have mis-

As a Chamber member, you 

now have the ability to pay 

online via MasterCard or Visa 

when you attend an event, re-

new/upgrade your member-

ship, participate in the Residen-

tial Greeter Program and more.  

  

When you register for an event 

online, your options will include 

paying online with a credit card, 

placed or forgotten your 

login and password, just 

contact the Chamber of-

fice) 

3. Click 'Pay Bills Online' un-

der Member Info 

4. Follow the step-by-step 

instructions 

 

It's that easy! 

Chamber Now Accepts Online Payments  

Pay online with 

your Visa or 

MasterCard! 

Right: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

at Summit Chiropractic 

Left: Reps from Argonne 

Credit Union at the State 

of the Village Address 

Above: Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

at Woodridge Family Dental 

Left: Learning about the new Form 990 at 

the Not-for-Profit Breakfast 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodridgechamber
http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodridgechamber
http://www.flickr.com/photos/woodridgechamber

