
Also recognized at the event 

was Susan Grask, Argonne 

Credit Union, as a retiring Di-

rector from the Board (picture 

below left).  We appreciate her 

years of service and contribu-

tions to the Chamber. 

 

A number of awards were also 

presented to those members 

who have gone above and be-

yond over the past year in ser-

vice and support of the Cham-

ber: 

(above) 

2010 Business of the Year 

Blue Moon Printing Company 

(Continued on page 4) 

The Woodridge Area Chamber 

of Commerce held its Annual 

Meeting & Awards Ceremony 

on April 8th.  New directors and 

the 2010-2011 Executive Com-

mittee were installed.  The new 

directors began serving a three-

year term expiring in 2013: 

Above (l-r): Mike Hopkins, Fol-

lett Educational Services; Jen-

nifer Szatkowski, Bridgeview 

Bank; Charlene Pontrelli, 

WineStyles; Smret Smith, Lewis 

University; (not pictured) Steve 

Wilkey, Downers Grove Na-

tional Bank 

  

The Executive Committee 

serves a one-year term: 

Above (l-r): Vice-Chair Mike 

Krucek, MikeKrucek.com; 

Treasurer Kandy Sladek, Lib-

erty Tax Service; Chairman 

Dave Pacione, Individual; Sec-

retary Smret Smith, Lewis Uni-

versity; Immediate Past Chair 

John Whalen, PNC Mortgage 

Annual Meeting & Awards Ceremony  
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The Race is On! Donõt Miss Out! 
The Woodridge Area Chamber 

of Commerce and the Wood-

ridge Public Education Founda-

tion of Woodridge School Dis-

trict 68 are once again teaming 

up for the Seven Bridges Sea-

son Starters Trail and Road 

Races.   

 

Sunday, May 23, 2010 

10-Mile Run (8:00am) 

5K Run/Walk (8:15am) 

1-Mile Childrenõs Fun Run 

(10:45am) 

All races will begin at the north 

end of Double Eagle Drive in 

Woodridge. 

 

[REGISTER TO RUN!  Get back 

on track with your New Yearõs 

resolutions to be healthy this 

year! 

 

[GET A TEAM TOGETHER!  Use 

this as a wellness initiative at 

your business.  Team awards 

will be given at the race.  The 

online registration form allows 

for team registration. 

 

[BECOME A SPONSOR! Reach 

a large audience with not a 

large investment. We are ex-

pecting 600 adults and 200 

children runners - plus all their 

friends and families.  More 

information on these great 

marketing opportunities can be 

found in this monthõs newslet-

ter inserts! 

 

[VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME! An 

event of this size and quality 

requires the service of over 

150 volunteers.  Can you spare 

a few hours to help show off 

(Continued on page 5) 



Upcoming Events  

May 7: Seven Bridges 

Committee 
 

May 11: Multi-

Chamber Progres-

sive Networking 

Luncheon 
 

May 12: Ambassadors 
 

May 13: Annual Schol-

arship Breakfast 
 

May 13: Education 

Committee 
 

May 14: Women in 

Business 
 

May 17: Not-for-Profit 

Network 
 

May 19: Business 

After Hours 
 

May 23: Seven 

Bridges Season 

Starters Trail and 

Road Races 
 

May 27: Board of 

Directors 
 

May 31: Chamber 

Office Closed in 

Observance of 

Memorial Day 
 

For my first letter to you I would 

like to thank you again and I 

look forward to being your 

Chairman over the next few 

years. 

  

Spring is finally here, baseball 

is in full swing, although our 

North and South siders are not 

doing well we still do have our 

Blackhawks, Good luck to 

them! 

  

A big thank you to John Whalen 

for all his hard work over the 

last two years. He will still  be 

counted on in our meetings. I 

also want to thank Susan 

Grask for her time on the 

Chairmanõs Message 
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good friends. These events are 

free so don't miss the opportu-

nity. We had a Great turnout at 

the last one on April 21st. 

Thanks to all the Hobson Plaza 

members that hosted. 

  

The race is right around the 

corner.(May 23) Plans are mov-

ing along nicely. Get out to 

support your favorite runner or 

possibly run yourself. Me...not 

running but I will be there. 

  

For all our members, we are 

extending the chance to earn 

25% off your membership for 

every business you refer to the 

(Continued on page 3) 

board. Her presence will be 

missed. 

  

I would like to welcome our 

new board which has 4 new 

members this year. I have al-

ready noticed some good ideas 

coming from this group. I think 

this is going to be an exciting 

time! 

  

The economy is starting to ease 

up and we are slowly starting to 

see business pick up. With nice 

weather it is a prime time to get 

out to the monthly Business 

After Hours and network, pro-

mote your business and hang 

out with what I consider to be 

Dave Pacione 

Chairman 

May 2010  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      



Chamber, up to 4. Its an easy 

way to save yourself some 

money. 

  

I am also going to ask you, the 

members, a favor. If there is an 

event that you would like to see 

happen that will benefit you 

particular type of business, let 

us know and we will do our best 

(Continued from page 2) to make it happen. We have 

many different types of mem-

bers, Big companies and small, 

and we want to make sure eve-

ryone benefits from the Cham-

ber. 

  

Some of our upcoming events, 

besides the race, are a Multi-

Chamber Luncheon on May 11 

at Ashton Place and Business 

After Hours on May 19 at 

Bridgeview Bank. I hope to see 

many of you there. 

  

Lets have a Great year! 

  

Your Chairman, 

 

Chairmanõs Message (contõd.) 
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Mayorõs Message 

reduced by $6 million over the 

previous year. 

 

We remain encouraged by the 

signs that indicate that the 

economy is recovering, and 

continue to recognize that a 

strong and collaborative rela-

tionship with our local busi-

nesses is essential to continu-

ing positive growth. 

The Village continues to work 

with the Chamber on the Shop 

Local Shop Woodridge effort ð 

encouraging people to spend 

their dollars locally to help sup-

port our community.  If you 

havenõt already, please get in 

touch with the Chamber to ob-

tain a Shop Local decal to place 

in your window and show your 

support. 

 

Sincerely, 

William F. Murphy 

Mayor 

Recently, the Village Board of 

Trustees passed the budget for 

this fiscal year (May 1, 2010 to 

April 30, 2011).   The roughly 

$41 million budget continues 

the Villageõs longstanding policy 

of reducing the Villageõs portion 

of the property tax rate for the 

24th consecutive year, while at 

the same time holding the line 

on other taxes and fees at a 

time when residents and busi-

nesses need it most.  In order 

to achieve this, the budget was 

William F. Murphy 

Mayor of Woodridge 

Executive Edge  

Chamber fundraising events 

help raise the necessary dollars 

to support all the great Cham-

ber programming we have to 

offer.   

  

Everyone, including the Cham-

ber, has felt the effects of the 

recession. But that isn't an ex-

cuse to put your head in the 

sand. Get out there, get your 

business out there...now is not 

the time to slash that marketing 

budget. Demonstrate what 

makes you stand out among 

the rest at a time when con-

sumers are making their deci-

sions more cautiously.  

  

MAKE A RESOLUTION to sup-

port every major Chamber fund-

raising event this year as a: 

paid participant, 

committee member, 

sponsor, 

donor, and/or 

volunteer 

  

Major fundraising events in-

clude: 

Seven Bridges Season 

Starters Trail and Road 

Races (May 23) 

Annual Golf Outing (Sept 3) 

Multi-Chamber Business 

Expo (Sept 16) 

Savor the Flavor (Oct 21) 

Possibly More 

It's a win-win situation.  You get 

the marketing and promotional 

exposure you need in a cost-

effective manner, and the 

Chamber can continue to offer 

great programming and oppor-

tunities.  It's not as big a com-

mitment as you might think...go 

ahead...support these major 

events...we challenge you...let's 

move forward together. 

 

Also...do you 

have the Cham-

ber web button 

on your website?  

Get 

yours today! 

Amy Melinder 

President & CEO 
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(above) 

2010 William F. Murphy 

Excellence Award 

Mark Samel 

(Continued from page 1)  

 

(below) 

2010 Ambassador of the Year 

Jennifer Szatkowski, 

Bridgeview Bank 

(above) 

2009-2010 Chairmanõs Award 

Dave Pacione 

We Canõt Move Forward Until You Mail it Back 
10 Questions. 10 Minutes.  Thatõs all it takes. 

 

Why is the census important? 

Every year, the federal government allocates more than $400 billion to states and com-

munities based, in part, on census data.  Census data are used to 

determine locations for retail stores, schools, hospitals, new housing 

developments and other community facilities.  Census data determine 

boundaries for state and local legislative and congressional districts.  

For more information, go to 2010 census.gov 

Visit www.irs.gov for more information 

If your small business or tax-exempt organization pays 

employee health insurance premiums in 2010, you may 

be eligible to claim a new credit on your 2010 tax return.  

Employers with fewer than 25 employees (more if you 

have part-time employees), and less than $50,000 in 

average wages, may be eligible. 

The recently enacted Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act 

could earn you a new tax credit this year for providing health 

insurance for your employees. 

How much you may receive 

Eligible small employers could qualify for a 

credit worth up to 35% of premiums paid in 

2010 (for businesses) or 25% of premiums 

paid (for tax-exempt groups). 

 

Find out if youõre eligible 

Visit www.irs.gov or consult your tax profes-

sional to learn more about whether your 

small business qualifies for this valuable 

incentive to provide health coverage for 

your employees. 

http://2010.census.gov

